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In time either the impassable boundaries cover the essence of the things that even are seen.
With these truths being inaccessible to the mind, they are historical facts from the past of the human
race and from the past of the universe. We are discussing the events of past nations, of the creation of
the land, and can these events allow themselves to be proven now at this time in an obvious and
tangible way? By no means! Of course not! And yet we accept this as the truth; and this without the
least hesitation. And on what kind of basis? On the fact that we believe the witnesses of the past, the
investigators of nature. Thus, we accept the facts, even in the natural order, not by perception, but by
appreciation through faith. If we look around more closely, we find out that there are many things which
we learn this way.

The beginnings of our education - where to they begin if not in our faith in the words of the
teacher? Thus, when we began to study and had no idea yet of the alphabet, by believing the teacher,
we learned the signs and named them A —B - C and so on.

Besides the beginning and fundamental grasp of mathematics, don’t they begin by learning by
faith the formulae for arithmetic? Just as the beginning of a friendship, so its end depends on faith.
Having passed the experimental process in studies; having recognized the symptoms and the mutual
relationship of existing things, we meet with the inaccessible to us essence of things which for us is a
secret as the oracles say of strict and experimental studies.

For example, electricity today is in common use. It is very rare that anyone would not benefit
from its benefaction. People who are experts create miracles with it. Meanwhile, what makes up the
essence of electricity? Even the one who is most often called upon does not answer for he doesn’t know
how to answer. Nevertheless, reason recognizes the fact of the existence of electricity, benefits from its
power, is not at all embarrassed by this, nor is he discouraged by the fact that its essence is hidden from
him.

Due to lack of time, | am forced to break this talk about faith today. Please God, | will finish next
Sunday.
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November 9, 1952
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

The history of mankind proves to us that among various facts, there is one truth which no
thinking person and at the same time no honest person can deny, namely that up until now and even
presently there is no nation and no tribe that doesn’t believe in someone or something.

This refers to people whether these people stand on the highest rung of civilization, or whether
it is still pacing in the darkness of cannibalism. Even the self-styled person of no faith, the atheist, is not
totally devoid of faith. Far from it. Such a person believes strongly and hard that he doesn’t believe in
anything or anyone, but he carries on his person a small horseshoe, or a four leaf clover or the tooth of
an elk. Faith is the foundation of many branches of study and skills.

Astronomy, history, geography and various natural sciences — physics and chemistry - all depend
on faith. For that reason a child believes his parents; a student believes the teacher; the judge believes
the witness. Eve n commerce and industry depend on faith to a very high degree because it revolves,
grows and spreads on credit.

The word credit is derived from the Latin credo and credo means I believe. Thus, the industrialist
or the banker lends out, be it money or goods, believing the buyer will pay what he owes him within the
specified time and will pay off his debts.

Saying this, | am not trying to convince you that we can or we should believe everyone,
regardless of who it is — far from that. To believe means to consider something as true, something as the
truth, that says it is what it really is and a trustworthy wit ness or one who deserves out fait h in him,
acknowledges that. Here is an example from life.

About 20 years ago | visited Alaska. | went as far as the famous Klondike region, where in 1896
hundreds of gold seekers were wandering. In that really fabulous Alaska | saw marvelous things.

| saw Alaska just as it was when it came from the hands of the Creator-untouched by the finger
of civilization — virgin forests; lakes filled with fish; herds of bears; crowds of deer; wild goats; reindeer
and thousands of seals but nothing made such a deep impression on me as was made by the glaciers.
They are powerful masses of granular ice that are always found in the northern areas of the North Pole.
In Alaska | saw several.

| especially remember the one glacier called Takhu. It is truly gigantic. It is about 30 miles long
and a fourth of a mile in width and about 200 feet in thickness. It seems to be dead, but it still is alive
and every year it moves about two feet and chunks of ice fall into the sea. This is what the geologists
say, and since they are the people who know, | believe them.

It was exactly just a few months ago that | was describing this phenomenon to two listeners — 11
year old John whom they call Jackem and to year old Magdusia, who for me is just Magda. The two
children were lying on the floor. They stared at me with their bright, clear, shining eyes and were
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listening intently. They asked me various questions. Evidently certain doubts arose in those little heads
for my Madga said, “Uncle, are you telling us a true story or a fib?”

Listen how smart alec Jachu told her off: “Midgey, don’t be silly. Uncle was there. He saw all of
those things. Besides, Uncle never told us a lie. So you better believe him.” This is what it means to
believe and in whom we should believe.

Now we continue the discussion we had begun last Sunday in the talk entitled:
WHY SHOULD | BELIEVE?

Thus we affirm that pure truth, untouched by any falsehood, is our exclusive possession, for we
have it directly from God, the Creator of this world. That is why our religion, our faith can only do good
for man’s body and soul both in this life and in the next and it cannot harm him.

Take our religious system and its ethical value, and then the moral level. | am not saying that
you should make a comparison between the ideals of our religion and the ideals of other religious
although there is a difference a colossal difference! It is just like the light of the sun compared to
artificial light; sometimes in the presence of the glimmering light of the fire straying over the muddy
meadows or the cemetery.

Where, outside the Catholic Church can one find such heroes of virtue like St. Francis of Assisi,
St. Francis De Sales, St. Vincent De Paul and crowds and crowds and thousands of others? Where,
outside of the Catholic Church can one find millions of noble souls who leave everything — property,
honors, family and dedicate their life to the work of sanctifying oneself and to alleviating people’s
misery in hospitals, shelters, asylums and schools; to announce the truths throughout the unbearable
freezing temperatures in the polar regions of North America and the murderous areas of the equator?

Where, outside of our Church and our faith will you find all the ethical demands made upon man
by a healthy mind and conscience, so well taken care of as in our institutions due to our faith and our
Church?

Here is the confession of one of the Russian officers who recently converted. He writes: “Like
every creature, | too, was searching for happiness, and | tried to satisfy my desire every way that | could,
but it was all in vain. | was tearing myself apart, pouring out my soul and throwing it about among
creatures and on miserable, worldly things. | was searching for happiness. But | was searching for it in
science, in worldly entertainment, in innocent and even in vile pleasures. And | never found it because |
never looked for it there where | should have looked.

| felt very unhappy and ashamed and my conscience bothered me. There were times when |
even considered taking my own life.

But today, today when | found God and possess God, He is my entire love and my happiness.
Now | lack nothing. Or rather, who can describe in writing the delights in which my soul overflows when
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| go to church every morning in order to be united with my God in the mystery of the Blessed
Sacrament.

You can laugh at my faith, if you want to especially you who have little faith or none at all. But |
advise you, beg God to help you to recognize the truths that you need and the happiness for which you
yearn. Beg God in fervent prayer and try to become better and more humble people and | promise you
that you too, will be happy.

As for me, | tell you plainly that this satisfaction of the heart, this quiet, calm and undisturbed
happiness, even in moments of pain and suffering, | owe to faith and prayer. For that, | fervently thank
God my Creator and my Lord.”

And now, what about us? We are surrounded on all sides by the vanities of this world. And we
are lifting a burden, we are chained by our senses to the ground, we become indifferent to heavenly
matters and we imagine ourselves as being so miserable and worthless that God can no longer be
concerned about us. That in His Majesty, He hid Himself behind the clouds of the heavens, and doesn’t
even want to look at us anymore nor does He want to rule us.

Meanwhile, if we listen to the verdicts of holy men and listen to the voices of nature, we will
then hear a common voice and the testimony once given by St. Paul in Athens that God is not far from
us. In Him we live and move and have our being because we are of His kind. The Apostle said these
words recalling that they were known of their poets or that the conviction of the close union of God
with man is the faith of the nations, the conviction of wise men.

It was from this that Plato called those who do not recognize God as being mentally sick,
because faith in the unceasing relations of God with the world and even more so with the human race is
universal, steady and never ending.

However, it is necessary to notice that it is not in the same way that God is in union with the
world and with the human race. True, God is in union with the universe as Lord and Creator of all of
creation. The entire universe is obedient to Him, heaven and earth fulfill His laws, day and night they tell
of His glory.

In the second place, He is in a closer union with the human race as the Law Giver and Director of
consciences, rewarding their merits, punishing their sins, writing His laws in the hearts of nations,
announcing through the lips of the sage: “It is through Me that kings rule and legislators establish just

laws.”

In the third place, God is in the closest union with those redeemed by His Son who profess His
teachings and do His Will. Here arises the connection of sonship through adoption of which the Apostle
says: “For you did not take the spirit of slavery and fear, but you have taken the spirit of appropriation of
sons through which we call Abba Father. With such predisposed sons, God is united by the tightest bond
through God’s Son. But, not stopping at this union, the Son of God unites Himself with us with the
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tightest bond, as food for our soul. In this unity, it is no wonder that the Apostle called out ‘Now | live,
not | but Christ lives in me!””

And in this union, in this understanding, the first Christians survived all of their adversaries and
tortures. And they received the everlasting victory.

Picture Rome for yourself; powerful with powerful men and sciences, and even more powerful
in its passions. As Pope St. Leo says — “It was a city of power, but also of villainy, to whom the service of
homage to the many gods and their passions were not foreign.”

In this town stands a group of poor, despised people with the name of Jesus and His teaching
clearly against the Romans of their lips. With the motto - “If God is with us, who can be against us?”

The priests and the pagan people rise up against them in the name of defending their
threatened gods. The proud philosophers and pagan intellectuals scoff at them. Above them, the
terrible Caesar of Rome, the god and master of the life and death of his subordinates, rages. Swords,
spears and wild animals are turned against that poor little group.

The swords did not become blunt, the blood of the Christians flooded the ground, the animals
were appeased and the ground of the arena was strewn with the bones of the Christians but did not
defeat them. These believers, falling down in their tortures call out — “We are victorious in Him Who
loves us. And if God is with us, who can be against us?”

Pagan crowds that kept getting bigger called out, “Great is the Christian God!” It was under this
slogan the Christians won over the philosophers. A series of apostolic men and Fathers of the Church, in
splendid debates closed the lips of the blasphemers and already at the beginning of the history of our
faith, they proved to the world — “If God is with us, who can be against us?”

The Apostle says this: “The just man lives by faith” and he adds, “Without faith it is impossible to
please God.” Therefore, faith is a super fine virtue, it is the source of other Christian virtues for our
sanctification and justification begin from faith and all of our virtues and merits are based on faith; faith
is an indicator of our progress, an encouragement to action, it is a torch of the Christian life leading
through darkness and difficulties of this temporary exile to happiness here on earth and then in heaven.
In the splendor and rays of faith, the mysteries of God are seen, filling hearts with delight, joy and
peace. All of our earthly matters that are accomplished in God in the name of faith take on an
everlasting value and immortal merits that do not end with the grave.

However, people of the world speak, judge and write differently about faith. Those people who
are not familiar with its principles, understand faith differently. Thus, according to some, faith is an
obsolete reverie from the Middle Ages, remote and very far in years from the 20" century. They say that
as a result of this today fait h is not needed and is even superfluous. It is an unneeded and superfluous
as are swaddling clothes binding the legs of a baby. Today, especially, when mankind feels that it is
already mature and considers itself a giant both, in knowledge and in inventions.
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According to others, faith is only needed partially; that it is superfluous and unnecessary for
educated minds, but at the same time absolutely necessary for the masses of ignorant simple people in
order to keep them within certain limits until education civilizes them.

According to the third view, faith under every circumstance is harmful for the ignorant masses,
continuing in them superstition; for the educated people it hampers their freedom of thought and as
they say some sort of higher flights of imagination, troubling their conscience.

Others in the end from a point as it were from the study of philosophy deny that faith has any
relationship with reason calling it superstition but simply against the principle of reason.

Therefore, let me briefly explain these various objections. The sage of the Lord says: “God
created man and He made him according to His own image. He created from him help that was similar
to him. Therefore, in this person God created the science of the soul; He filled their hearts with
intelligence; He showed them evil and goodness, showed them greatness, the meaning of their affairs so
that they would praise the Name of God, glory in His actions and would tell of the omnipotence of God.
He added to them” as the sage of the Lord says, “the skill and the order of life as an inheritance.”

Thus we see the beginning of man and the purpose of his creation. It is from here that his paths
of pilgrimage over the earth begins. The path of natural light is reason, and the path of supernatural
light is faith. Both of these paths have the same beginning and they both have the same purpose or goal.
This beginning and goal is God.

Even though these paths are different, for one leads through miracles that can be seen and
touched while the other raises man on the wings of faith, yet they both lead to God; natural birth
through creatures; supernatural birth through sanctifying grace. On the strength of this oneness of the
beginning g of reason and faith, as well as the oneness of their goal, there is not and cannot be any basic
differences between these two powers.

Moreover, one cannot offend the other nor do wrong to the other, as one can imagine for
himself and as some people write, understand and judger things superficially. They say that reason and
faith are two opposite poles that never meet; two parallel lines that never meet — why?

They say that reason and knowledge excludes faith but is that really true? For exactly what is the
human mind? It is a natural power of comprehending, discussing, judging and drawing conclusions; in
the end developing principles and understandings about the things which one is investigating and over
which one is reflecting. The human mind recognizes truth from the sensual world through the help of
the senses, and from the world of the spirit, it alone through the help of reflection or intuition.

It recognizes as evidence when it has an object before itself and as a reality when it comes to
this by way of investigation with the help of experience which | will call tangible and personal. But there
is still another way or recognizing things and forming conclusions from them and this is mainly an
understanding of things to which the mind cannot draw near, neither by way of evidence or actuality
since it cannot personally experience them, meeting obstacles on the way.




